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The DeKalb County Pension Estimator is made available to you as a self-help tool for the purpose of
estimating your monthly pension benefit after retirement based upon data you supply. Therefore, the
County makes no guarantee regarding the estimate produced, and the County assumes no liability for the
use of or reliance on this estimator.
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Overview

▌Overview
The purpose of this user guide is to provide you, as a participant in the DeKalb County
Pension Plan, with the information and context to complete an accurate estimate of your
pension benefit upon retirement. The DeKalb County Pension Estimator is made
available to you as a self-help tool for the purpose of estimating your monthly pension
benefit after retirement based upon data you supply. Please keep in mind that the results
produced by the Pension Estimator are just estimates and will vary slightly from the
actual benefit you may receive in the future.

▌Tools
You will need the following applications or inputs to complete an estimate accurately:
•

Paycheck Advice

▌Plan Information
Understanding your pension benefit and how it is calculated will help you in creating
accurate estimates. Summary Plan Descriptions are available at the following links:
If you were hired before 9/1/2005 click on the following link:
http://indekalb/departments/finance/pdf/Pension_SPD_Hired_Before_Sept2005.pdf
If you were hired after 8/31/2005 click on the following link:
http://indekalb/departments/finance/pdf/Pension_SPD_hired_after_Aug2005.pdf
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▌Procedure

Accessing the Estimator
1. The Pension Estimator is located on the DeKalb County intranet at the following web
address: http://indekalb/
2. The link to the Pension Estimator is the last bulleted topic located in the upper left
hand corner of the website.

3. Select the link to access the Estimator.
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Using the Estimator
The Estimator is divided into four sections: Job Information, Calculation Assumptions,
36-Month Earnings History, and Annual & Sick Leave Balances. Each section contains
data elements that are used in determining your estimate, and all these components can be
found on your paycheck advice. Please refer to your most recent paystub to complete
accurate estimates. The green highlighted fields are data elements you must input in order
to complete your estimate.
Job Information
This section requires information about your job.
1. Your Employee ID, Name, and Pay Rate are located in the first two boxes in the
upper left hand corners of your paystub. The Business Unit is located in the box in
the upper right hand corner of your paystub.

2. Job Class determines the standard amount of hours an employee works in a week and
is a field that is automatically populated based off of your Business Unit. However,
an employee may be aligned to a business unit that has 53 standard hours (such as
Fire Rescue) for its work force, but he or she actually works 40 hours a week. In this
case the Job Class field must be manually overridden to the correct job class. Here is
the list of job classes:
Job Class 1 = 40 hours/week
Job Class 2 = 42.5 hours/week
Job Class 3 = 53 hours/week
3. The three major factors that determine your pension benefit upon retirement are
earnings, service, and age. The pension calculation averages an employee’s monthly
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compensation by computing the highest 36 consecutive complete calendar months
during the last 10 years of service, or during the full period of service if less than 10
years. You must estimate the 3-Year Avg. Pay Rate field, and a good place to start
this average is to look at the current pay rate located on your paycheck stub.
Calculation Assumptions
This section contains the other two factors that determine an employee’s pension benefit,
which are age and service. Service is primarily determined from an employee’s date of
hire to the date of termination. Items that can affect service are leaves of absence,
suspensions, worker’s compensation, and service buybacks. If you have a gap in service
longer than a two-week period, contact the Pension Administrator for a more accurate
estimate. Here are the fields required to complete this section:

The two beneficiary fields are optional and can be entered to determine joint and survivor
annuities. Please refer to the SPD for a detailed explanation of joint and survivor
annuities.
36-Month Earnings History
The 36-Month Earning History section is an automated component based off of the 3Year Avg. Pay Rate field located in the Job information panel of the estimator. You do
not need to complete this section; however, the previous panels must be complete
before this calculation occurs.
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Annual & Sick Leave Balances
The final section of the Pension Estimator converts annual and sick leave accruals into
service. Refer to the Hours and Earnings and Accrual Balances sections of your paystub.
The Hours and Earnings section of the paystub provide year-to-date totals of your hours
of sick and annual leave you have used:

The Accrual Balances section of your paystub shows your current unused annual and sick
leave balances:

The Estimator will prompt you as to which balances to enter into which field:

You should estimate the ‘Weeks of S/L or A/L used per year’ fields. You should enter
the average number of weeks of annual/sick leave you think you will use per year.
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Summary
Once you enter all the required fields, the Pension Estimator will prompt you to click on
the summary tab of the spreadsheet to view the results of the estimate:

You can now print Your results:

When you decide to retire, you should notify the Pension Administrator approximately
two months before your retirement date. He will provide you with a more detailed
estimate and explain the entire retirement process.
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